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TRIAL Pf ORSINlAM HIS ACCOMPLICES.
Paris, March 4, 1858.

On the 25th of last month, the trial of Orsini
pud his accomplices eame off. Early in the
morning of that day, a vast crowd assembled
in the neighborhood of the Court of Assizes,
long before the hoar fixed for opening the

doors; end the moment that ingress was permitted,a little before nine, the persons providedwith tickets of admission rothed in, anxiousto receive good positions.
At ten o'clock, ike court having been opened,

th.a prboner8 were brought in, and .they took
their seats.

Orsini 'a of middle height, with long black
whitkers round a pale and handsome face, the
furJi. J high, his hair thin, and beginning to

turn gray. Gotaea has sallow features of no

great expression, not indicating much intelli-
gance
De Radio i? short of stature, stout, with the

h<-ad sank between the shoulders ; his complexionis of an olive cast, and his upper lip bears
a small moustache.

Pi rri :s considerably the oldest of the prisoner-*.His face is long, with a good forehead,
and his hair rut short.
The four accused were dressed entirely in

black. They all, in the course of the proceedings,t-how-i that they spoke French fluently,
but with an I.a'ian accent.
A* soon as the movement occasioned by the

entrance of the prisoners had subsided, the interrogatory of thd prisoners commenced. Felice
Oraiui dec'ared his age to be thirty-nine ; that
he wac born at Meldola, and a literary man by
pro*e63:on. Antoine Gomez born at Naples,
aged 29, is a servant by occupation. Charles
Ru.iio, aged 25, boA at Belluni, in the Roman
States, is professor of languages. Joseph And;cPitrri, aged 50, born in Tuscany, also professorof languages.
The Procureur General then gave a long accountof the attempt made on the Emperor's

life on the 14-h January last, with particulars
taken from the documents connected with the
ca3e, and the examination of the prisoners and
witnesses ; after which, the examination of the
pris' i ers by the President was commenced.
Those of G. mez, De Radio, and Pierri, offer
very little of interest; we will therefore only
give that cf Orsini in full, it being by far the
most important.

In the course of the examination, Orsini
bta'e; tha', from his youth up, he had only one

obj ci ai d one fixed idea.the deliverance of
his country, and vengeance against the Austrians.He constantly conspired against them,
up to 1848. " At that period, I naturally took
part in the war. We had then always regarded
the 1 reach as brothers and friends, and, when
th<y landed at home, we welcomed them as

all s ; but they soon showed themselves bitter
t;. anes; we then repulsed them, and took
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iv a, niUciug thut France was the most civiliz<t of nations, and that perhaps she had been
led away against her will, we thought it our duty
to act with generosity, and we released the prisoners,amidst crie3 ef4 Vive la France!'4 Vive
I'ltalie!" Vive la Liber e Italiennel' It was

qui.e a rational lete. What did the French then
do ? They suspended hostilities, but it was only
to wait for reinforcements. The French then
overwhelmed us with perfect safety, for they
were one hundred to one ; we could not resist,
and the elite of the Italian youth were sacrificed.

' Fam Rome we emigrated to Piedmont.
At first, wc had a deep hatred against the
French; but in time the feeling wore off,
and we again considered them as friends and
brothers. In all our conspiracies, we always
recommended the Frenchmen to be spared. We
only wanted to get rid of the Austrians. From
Piedmont I weut into Hungary, where I was

taken, and on the point of being hung ; but I
succeeded in escaping and reaching England.
There I was once more imbued with a mania
f t being useful to my country. I witnessed
ridiculous attempts made by Mazziui, who sent
fifteen or twenty men to I'.aly, where they lost
their lives. I tried legal means. I went over
En?!at d, and, ir. all the meetings which I addressed,advocated the principle of non-inter
vention. Public opinion declared itself in favor
of that principle, and numerous petitions were
addressed to the Queen. We had the sympathv
of the English in our favor, but the affair ol
Irdia came on, and the national question be
came paramount over that of Italy, After the
fnl! cf Rome, I felt convinced that Napoleor
would no longer assist us, and said to myself
1 That man must be killed.' I had first though'
of ae.ing alone, but, seeing the impossibility o

approaching him, I took others to join with tne
1 at first resolved not to speak of them; bu
when I w ,s arresb d, I found that I was betray
ed by tko e whom I considered as my brethren
I gave way to a feeling of vengeance, but I wil
not commit an act of cowardice, I reject al
tie charges they have made against me ; I par
don them ; I offer my person as a sacrifice U
my country, and I confide in my judges."
Tie President then said, "We lay befon

you a letter which yon sent to the Procureu
General, and in which you retract the admis
recur which you made in your first interroga
torv. l)j you persist in your first declarations
or do you maintain your retraction?"

" I never had any intention of going back oi
the d durations I made, and which are pet
fectiy true. B it, in a moment of exaggerate!
generosity, I thought fit to assume the whol
responsibility. That would bare been wel!
1 ud my fellow prisoners been worthy of the sac
r ace ; but as I find that they are far from bein,
w, I do not see why I should take on mysei
the responsib'.li y of what they have done, an
I c ns;d- r it more just that each should answe
jt irmself. It was in the course of last yes

tk-it P erri and I began to speak of the projec
carried into execution on January 14th.cor
vinced tl at the beat means to effect a revolt
tion in Italy was to cause one in France, an
the s cret way to lead to that result in Franc
wis to kill the Emperor. We thought ove
t matter for several months, duriLg whic
we spoke to Allsop and Bernard aboat it.
be.ieve that Pierri also made some overture® t
a man named Carlotti, but I do not think h
to.: that p^reou the whole truth. Carlotti is
Kan of bad character, and unworthy of coaf
dence. *

" I 'lid not epeak to AUsop of my intentio
ct killing ,the E aperor. In one of my visits t
Bts'giam, I saw in the Museam some bomb
wb.ch had eiven rise, I believe, some years agito a trial, and I there conceived the idea of mi

^ n. uj,; of similar bombs. But as an orde
from a foreigner might have excited suspicioi1 requested Mr. Allsop to have them manofai
tured, atier a model in wood, which I had mad
by a turner. I have no donht that the descri]
o°n °' ^ombs is in the hand writing i
Bernaid, for I remember having dictated to hii
some'h:ng on the subject in the presence of Al

T w »n 5_
~r. ui. i ir^m. nr. &iu)opwu eonreif lgu: ant ,f the use to be me.de of theee bombs. Tk

t ix'.ca ng powder with which the bombs w«I fill id w; s manutactured in London, by a pe9 son I will not mention. It vu fulminateK mercury. I perfectly recognise the India rn1 ber bottle you show me, and which was left
m: rooms in the Hae Monthabor. I had bong;
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two more in L< 4cm like it, in order ' o use

theip for carrying the fulminate, but 1 re: lerfced
k vm beet to I ep it moist, bo I J>ron *ht it
from London tc /Belgium, and from B«igium
to Pane, in my t rpet bag, enveloped in paper
and linen, whic I moistened from ti ae' to
time. Thus mc^ tened, it must have w ighed
two pounds En^ sh. \

u 1 loaded tr i bombs myself in tb» Rue
Monthabor. I t obliged first to dry th 1 pow!der, and for tha >urpoee I spread it ou, upon
some filtering r,per, which I bought f >r the
purpose. Two **-J« after, it was still ver f wet;
and in order to 4 _ve done with it, I dried about
half of it at a t*» .e, by placing it uncov^ed' on

a sheet of papa ear the fire. I kept bU ndi^g
aside, with my *$4ch and a thermometer in my
hand, and, had,- spark fallen upoft it, I hould
have been blos^ up, together with the whole
house. I performed tljis operation by night,
in order not to^_e disturbed by the port er. I
had to pot eaofc^alf three times before tl e fire,
and each time b-iept it there about two noare.
When the powd?'was dry, 1 loaded the b jnibs;
I loaded the tb* b first, by dividing theu into
half; but I gave- p that, because it was ten danSgerooe ; for, ha.* a grain of powder got upon
the worm of thi crew, it might have exp -oded,
and caused the ;et to explode, while growing
the other half o-'"* I loaded the others through
the large screw tie at the top, by maki ig the
'powder elide «~wn through a paper finfiel,
and each of tb£bombs were only half filled.
The shells wen-,- »rought into France, ai,d deIclared at th4 cu«-_>m house to be a new appa
ratus of gas; 1 they were considered to be
of so little vaiu-t _

'hat no duty was exact*id.
44 It was in t**v shops of Paris, the add ess of

which I forget,7.- it I purchased the four black
handkerchiefs i. vhich the bombs were envel,oped on two 4 anions. Once, Gome*, was
with me ; and £ other time, Pierri. 11 was
about eight o\ k on Thursday, the lath, of
January, that w all four left the house.

' ^!ud
what I know i» that we went direct o the
Opera, and tha' -e did not wait more that? a

quarter of an k r before the explosion of the
bombs. *

u On the w» I remarked that Pierri k*pt
himself in the r tr, and i even said to L?e Rudiothat he see ed to me like a man who was

disposed to des "

. On arriving in the R^je L-?
Peltier, on the jctrary, he pa3sed before As;
we remained p< taps two minutes at the cornerof the str i and the boulevart, a;od we

afterwards desc "ded the street. We hf.d not
taken more th' v twenty steps, when w?. met

Pierri, who wai Accompanied by a gentleman
whom I did not. now ; he winked at me as he
passed, but I d* .not understand that that was

meant to signify tat he was arrested. I thought,
on the contrary,' tat be had met some acquaint
ance, and that1 -was taking advantage of that
to abandon us. *

" We contint A to go down the street. Gomezremained j front of the Opera with one
of the two large tombs, which he was to throw
the first. De I dio, who had the other large
bomb, and I, w " had two smaller ones, placed
ourselves at his eft hand, that is, between hiua
and the Rue R< ni. It wat tbeie I found one
of my countryir o and friends, whom I will cot
Dame, although le ia probably out ol r rauce
a .d iu safety, ai with whom I made a rendtztousunknown I the others. I gave hirr, One
of my two bom i, and I afterwards joined Ge
Radio.

44 A few min' es after, the carriage of the
Emperor arrive ; and almost immediately ^fter
the bomb of Go* ez exploded, and 1 was wou^d
ed in the bead, t d b^d very profusely. I feared
that persona, in endering me assistance, would
find on me the )mb and the pistol, and J has
tened towards t e Rue Lafitte, by the Rue Ro
aim, where I de waited them. Several persons
afterwards cam

' round me, and I was taken
into the shop of a apothecary, where my wound
was dressed. 3 afterwards took a coach, And
went home. £*

44 In conclusi- a, I must remark that Pietri,
Gomez, and Di ftudio are not like children, to
be led away, af hey have endeavored to muke
it supposed I » d. They knew perfectly well
what waa in co emplation when they came to
France. As t' me, I take the responsibility
of all that cont rna myself, and I am ready to
die."

After some oss examination, Orsini said:
441 am sorry' > many persona were wounded;

and if my bloo* could repair this misfort in'*, I
am quite ready o give it-for the people--here
it ia.
The Preside observed : 44 It now or ly re

mains to give l account of your forme life.
You were cond1 nned to the galleys for 1 fe lor
having conspir 1 against the Government of
Gregory XVI; tten, on the accession <(f the
new Pope, you are pardoned. Yon ther wtnt
to Florence, at 1 there yon were expelled on
account of the iolence of your temper; then
you were arreet 1"

1r»., ,\ u ti r
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was not tried ii Tuscany, bnt arrested, inptis'oned, and then xpelled.
u You were pnt as commissary extraordinaryto Ancona uad Ascoli ? " " Yes; an I blre

I must tell yon tuikly what took place it those
parts. At An<> aa there were daily assu isilia
tions. Under I 'egory XVI, military co pmis
siona bad beenr stablished for repressing those

p crimes, bat wit* >at success; and the sac te attemptat repret ion under Pius IX suet seded
, still leas. Thii homicidal rage existed espeicially at Imola In 1849, the Italians if the

town, seeing tl i Republican Governments'ttabliahed, very naturally said to thems dves:
f 'Now we can d what we like.' The terr x was

such, that afte> nightfall all the shopa u ,ec- to

j be closed. Ma ters had reached such q pitch
that the Romai Government, on the repi .mentationof FrancS .nd England, seutextract inary

j commissioners o pacify the country, fbese
I commissioners yiled in their mission ; t te expostulationsof >he foreign Government b cbme

3 more pressing The Government appl ed to
me to cause tt1 «e troubles to cease, and I was

obliged to give "ay word of honor that I yould
8 suppress thosd homicidal factions, and . flue
r ceeded. These factions belonged to the ultrai-liberal opinion) 10 that I, a commissioner jf the
,- Government, b*d to conspire, } gs, to
i, conspire, in 0» 4er to repress these c lmes.

There was at & > time a British frigate - tefore
a Ancona, and tl British authorities threi te-ied

to cause the ( nsul and Eoglieh famil es inIhabiting Ancot > to go on board if bloc 1 conetinued to flow. I let the agents of the J ri'.ish
1, Government kn >w that the Roman Gover ment
5- had, even inde( andently of the represent itions
g of foreign Governments, taken measut is for
if the repression i assassination; and I , deled,
d that I would ! ewer for their success. Two
ir days, after I hi caused thirty-two of tht most
x turbulent to b« urrested, and taken in chi m-t to
it the fortress. . ier this, the Consuls can e iind
i- shook "hands * h me, thanking me for 1 aving
i- restored public .ranquillity. I then had to eudcounter the a. at serious dangers. F >r ex*
e ample, I was 1 -ed aU 1 must also eai, 'hat
:r my popularity ad almost dwindled awa ; but
h do you see, I o not admit asaassinatic y as a
I system, [murot rs among the public,] at j it is
o not by aasassiv. tion, but by constancy, sacrieSees, and love ... liberty, that Italy waut; to be
a regenerated, r, he Province of Ascoli wi 3 jklso
i- in the hands of brigands ; the priests we e *gi-

tating, recruit- ig cojpDatanw; tney co :e«i<ra
n all the peasant y ot the whole neightx; hood,
o saying to them 1 If to morrow you do a t join
s, the bands of tb Pope, your houses will t tmble
3, down.' I had o institute a military c< amis
ir sion to try thr' i Governors, who were penlj
<r conspiring ega. st the Government, and aving
i, the trees of lib* ty cut down. A military junta
3- judged and coj- lemned them to death, tot ic
!e times of revoltf*. ">n things must be done < ui^k.]
3 After the condonation, I, who had full | >»er?
>f said; 'To allot/ the sentence to be ex> cuted
n would almost be barbarous.' I gave ore uw foi
1- suspending the sentence, and took thoe« met

o- away with me, who now enjoy excellent, aitua
ie tions under the Papal Government, for whicl
re they may thank me. But I was obliged cteec

r- those under my command; I had recot rso u
of the system of requisitions, which I carr «d on

b- with energy. When the Papal Gove; 3men
in was restored, a reaction eet in, as we all know
ht I appeal to^he French magistrates, w .0 ar<
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just and honest. Were they to go to Rome,
they would see whether the sentences recorded
in that country are pronounced by impartial
minds, or whether they are not dictated by a

spirit of vengeance and fanaticism."
; The President: " But there exists another
reieion for this story. Ton hare been proeetecntedfor the fattowiag crimes: Robbery, c< «nmittedwith violence, of a sum of 1,000 crowns,belonging to a priest; robbery of a horse, readysaddled, usurpation of public functions; numerousacts of peculation, robberies committed
to the prejudice of hundreds of peasants and of
priests. These are the deeds for which ycu
were prosecuted, and from the consequences of
which yon fled."

" Orsini. " 1 did not fly from the consequences.I voted the deposition of the Pope, and I was
driven cut of the Roman States. As to all these
accusations, they are falsely made by the RomanGovernment; bat you should understand
what is the situation of n chief who has not the
meags of giving food to his troops ; such a situationis very critical. He is obliged to levy
Sontribotions, but, in trnth, they are only loans
IP" the Government."
" How did yon procure information as to the

ime at which the Emperor went out, and the
prder of his cortege ? "

u I ore day passed on the Boulevart, and
taw a great movement. I asked a workman
'what occasioned it, and he said, ' It is the Emperor,who is going to his tailor's !' * Can I see
him ?' 4 Yes.' I went forward, and did so.
pn the 14th January, I saw a grand performanceannounced, and I said to myself that perhapsthe Emprror would be present at it. In
the evening, about half au hour before the
qpenicg of the theatre, I saw illuminations,
*nd I said to myself,'It is certain the Emperor

'"Will come !' "
u TI7U- A: A it. ti ct\n -fi that
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found mi you ? "
" I delivered lectures in E&gland, and I had

numerous auditories; and that sum was the
profit of my labor. I also had classes for literature,and gave a recital of my misfortunes,
which are also those of Italy."
'vWhat did you reckon on, had the attempt

failed?"
" I bad first said to myself, 'Let us pot down

the system; Napoleon is all powerful ia Europe;
if he fails, Italy will rise of herself.' "

" What you were doing, then, was only with a

revolutionary object, to render to Italy the liberty^rhich she enjoyed in 1849? "

"Ob 1 I wanted first of all her independence;
for Italy cannot pretend to liberty, if she does
not achieve her independence. The proof of
the truth of what I assert is, that I wrote to
Count de Cavour that my patriotism did not
iierelv consist in words, bat in facts; that I
Should be always ready to fight any foreigu
^ower; and that I cffered him my boldness and
fenergy to aid him. before all things, in obtainingiudependenc#; so that, although a repubican,I did not think myself entitled to impose
<tiv oninion on a whole nation. I never received
toy reply to Ay letter."
After the examination of a number of wit*

'leases, the Procureur General addressed the
liourt at length, giving a full statement of the
vhole case, and the part which each of the prisonerstook both in the plot and its dreadful execution.
Mr. Jules Faver, advocate of Orsini, spoke as

'ollows:
44 The Procureur General had no need to

make an elcquent appeal to call us all to be
seized with terror and dismay at the recital of the
languiuary tragedy of the 14th January; for,
befor® entering here, all hearts were unanimous
>u regarding the act with horror. The ProcureurGeneral and myself may differ in political
Opinions. I ask permission not to incline myselfbefore the principles and the men he defends,fo preserve in my heart the sacred depositof my impressions and my convictions.
The Procureur General knows as well as I, theyhave oot assassination and the poign&rd as their
symbol. I detest violence and condemn force,
when they are not employed in the service of
right. If a nation is so unfortunate as to fall
into hands of a despot, it is not by means
of a poignard that it will shake off its chains.
God1, who counts them, knows the number of
hours despots have to last, and reserves to them
catastrophes more inevitable than the machihationsof conspirators. Such is my profound
conviction ; and yet, when Orsini appealed to
me to be his advocate, 1 did not refuse. I knew
what a terrible burden I accepted, how useless
must my defence be, and I told him so frankly, at
the same time expressing the horror with which
his crime inspired me. Bntat thesame time I was
moved by his misfortunes, by his constancy in the
object which be pursues, by his devotedness and
his sacrifices of all kinds to his country ; I said
to him,4 If I were an Italian, son of a country
oppressed by the foreigner, I could have desired
to suffer as you have done for her, to have shed
joy Mood for her 1 Offer your head as holocaust
to the' society you have offended, to the law youhave disregarded and violated. -Your life will
disappear, in order to expiate the crime youhave committed 1 I will go with yen before the
jury, not to glorify but to explain yonr conduct,
o say under tbe influence of what sentiments
>ou have committed the act which I deplore
tnd condemn; I will go, in order to cause to
nhine on your immortal soul, which is about to
Return to God, rays of truth which in future
nay serve to protect and defend your memory I
1 said ^ha', and therefore, gentlemen of the jury,
if my weak hand is about to be extended over

,the head of Orsini, it is not to save him, not to
defend him, but to explain what fatal influence
he yielded to, to awaken in your hearts some of
the sentiments which throb in mine.

" Orsini, gentlemen^ notwithstanding what has
been and may be said, yielded not to ideas of
selfishness, or ambition, or of hatred. His entirelife protests against such imputations ; he
has all his life straggled against the oppression
of his country by foreigners. He received love
of his country with the blood of his father; be
sucked in with his mother's milk the principlesfor which he has sacrificed himself. His
lather served in our glorious army as a captain,
and mixed his blood with the blood ot tbe soldiersof France. When he saw the last sol
dier of the Italian canse fall, he sheathed his
sword, and yon need feel no surprise on being
told that, as his son in later years, be was
mixed up in all the conspiracies which had for
thes.r -object the unity and independence of
lta'.y, ana ne iook part in tne insurrection ct
1831 against the Pontifical Government. In
that rising, one of the principal conspirators
fell beneath the balls of the Sbirri. Felice
Orsiui was then twelve years old; he saw that,
and can yon wonder that his heart became filledwifh bitter, profound, inflexible hatred of
the oppressors of his country 7 He has been
represented as a valgar conspirator, desiring
the (Overthrow of Governments, in order to seize
power, and lead a voluptuous life. But that is
not true! As an Italian, could he help seeing the
evils from which his country suffered f Could
he h^lp feeling the weight of the chrins which
bear }er down 7 The idea to which he devoted
himsdf-r-the union of Italy.was that of NapoleudI. That sovereign did much towards
effecting it, and he knew that the first thing to
be dtfie was the destruction of the temporal
power of the Pope. That, gentlemen, is the
idea to whioh Orsini has sacrificed everything,
and it is it which has led him to the plot for
which he was condemned, as you have been
told, {n 1845. He was amnestied, and it has
been said that he almost immediately after vio'lated the oath he took. Bat no I no! He did

; not betray his oath. He conspired again, it is
> true^but it was in Tuscany, against Austria,
> against her oppression in Italy.
I In the events of 1848, when the manifesto of
, Mr. de Lamartine was greeted with nn%nimoas
, acclamations, the Austrian gag disappeared in
c dismay from Italy. It cannot be said that Orisini conspired then, that he overthrew the
< Papal Government. He was elected by uniiversal suffrage to the Roman Constituent As1sembly, and how did he leave it ? God forbid
> that 1 should let fall a single word of bitterness
t or of aggression, bat I have the right to say
t ihat |t was Europe which overthrew that As
. sembly.that itmi the cannon of France which
s disposed it I Was there not in that fact a po

'
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litieal contradiction, against which the reason
aud patriotism cf the Italians, the reason and
patriotism of Orsini; were jostifisd in revolting? And now do you not see that what
he desired was to break asunder the chains in
which his ooantry was at that time replaced.
to put an end to the oppreseton under which
she now groans ? We subsequently find hfcn
in Austria, where he went to enlist soldises to
fight for his generous cause against the oppres
sor. He goes to Vienna under the name of
Herweg, and the fixed idea still possesses him.
He was arrested and confined to the citadel of
Mantua, which is a tomb, and he remained
there ten months, under the incessant menace
of an ignominious death. Bat his resolution
did not break down, and his judges themselves
were forced to admit that he nad only acted
from the purest patriotism. At length he wee

condemned, aud whilst the scaffold was being
erected, a woman, knowing that it was for Italy
he was aboat to die, rssolved that he should
not die! With that tact and devotednees of
which women alone are capable, she tried to
convey to him the instruments of deliverance.
He, with labor of patience which I leave you
to imagine, sawed through eight iron bars, and
then, by means of cords made of sheets, he let
himself down from a height of about 140 feet.
He fell injured into the fosses of the citadel,
and remained forty eight hours in partly frozen
water! He was then found by some pereom
who passed. You see, then, gentlemen, that
God willed ihat he Bhould not die ! And why
did he not die? Ah ! gentlemen, what can we
ten 01 me onjecrs ana aesigns 01 rroviaence i
Bs they what they may, we find Orsini engaged
in an enterprise I abhor. Need I say more 7
Do you thick that I will descend to disease testimoniesand proof? Aro yon not certain that
Orsini only acted under the influenoe of the
sentiments I have referred to? Are yon not
convinced, that at that moment he was about
to ezr cute the crime he now deplores, that he
would now uudo, if it were possible, at the
price of hi3 blood.he only thought of the wel
fare, the enfranchisement, the independence ol
his country? Gentlemen, in the Cabinet ol
Kings there may be men who say to a nation,
' Your Government displeases me, and 1
change it!' And then a nation precipitate!
itself on another nation, and the Government ii
changed.
" Napoleon I, in 1815, had, in spite ofhis powei
and prestige, to yield to Bach a thing as that;
but was not the Government which other na
tions imposed on France unpopular and detest
ed ? And was it not constantly oonspirec
against, by men whose names are nowsarroaod
ed by a halo of patriotism ? Well, Orsini, at
Italian, conspired for his country t Desoenc
into his heart, bat do not despise him I Jcic
not to the crime he hiui uul whi»t
I do not excuse, the accessory accusation rela
tive to the numerous victims which that crimi
occasioned I For the death of those victims h«
must answer to God; but he is not called on U
answer for it to the j ustice of men; for, according
to the criminal law, crime consists in intentiot
alone. As to the reticences which marked hit
explanations, and the contradictions into whicl
he fell in the course of his interrogatories, whado they amount to ? Does lie-not offer his heat
in expiation of his crime? That he has no
always always been uniform in his explanationsis true ; but his co-accused varied in what the}said, and he did the same. But the real truti
is what he now says in the presence of justiceit is now that he speaks his last word, givesvhilest explanations, makes his justification ant
defence. And he does this by meansof a writtei
document, addressed to the Emperor, from hi
prison, and which may be regarded as a testa
meat or prayer. I have obtained the Emfu*
permission tu read it, ana I beg you to listen it
it, and say if his words are those of boastinj
or of weakness." The learned gentleman thei
read the following document;
" To Napoleon III, Emperor of the French i

" The depositions which I have made agains
myself, in the course of the political proceedingi
which have been instituted on the occasion o
the attempt on the 14th January, are snfficien
to send me to the scaffold; and I shall submit t<
my late without asking for pardon, both be
cause 1 will not humiliate myself before hin
who has destroyed the reviving liberty of mi

unhappy country, and bec&nse, in the situa
tion in which I am now placed, death, for me
will be a relief.

' Being near the close of my career, I wish
however, to make a last effort to assist Italy
whose independence has hitherto made me pastthrough so many sacrifices. She was the con
slant object of all my affections, and it is thai
idea which I wish to set forth in the wordi
which I address to yonr Majesty.In order to maintain the balance of poweiin Europe, it is necessary to render Italy inde
pendent, or to loosen the chains by which Austrii
holds her in bondage. Shall I ask that, for hei
deliverance, the blood of Frenchmen shall bt
shed for Italians? No. I do not go so far as that
Italy demands that France shall not allow Ger
man, to support Austria in the struggles ir
which she may, perhaps, be soon engaged. Th.it
is precisely what yonr Majesty may do, if yot
are so inclined ; on your will, therefore, dependithe welfare or the misfortune of my country, th<
life or death of a nation to which Europe is it
a Krc<*1 measure maeoiea ror ner civilisation.

''Such is the prayer which, from my cell, I
dare to address to your Majesty, not despairingbut that my feeble voice may be heard. I be
seech your Imperial Majesty to restore to Ital]the independence which her children lost ii
lb49, through the very fault of the French. Le
your Majesty call to mind that the Italian!
among whom was my father, joyfully shed theii
blood for Napoleon the Great, wherever ht
pleased to lead them; and that, so long as Ital]shall not be independent, the tranquillity 01
Europe and that of your Majesty will only b«
vain illusions.

" May your Majesty not reject the last prayeiof a patriot, on the steps of the scaffold I Ma]
you deliver my country, and the blessings Q
twenty-five millions of citizens will follow yoi
to posterity. Fblic* Orsijti.

" Prison of Mazas, lllA February, 1858."
'' Such," said the learned counsel, in concln

sion, *' are the last words of Orsini, and yot
see they are in accord with all the acts of hit
life. No doubt, it may be said that it is i
great piece of temerity on his part to addresi
himself to him whose life was an obstacle to th<
realization of the perilous enterprise in whicl
he was engaged ; he has inclined himself befori
God, whose decrees condemned it. And nos
he is about to die 1 From the brink of hit
tomb he addresses himself to him against whomhe has no sentiment of hatred ; to him wh<
may be the saviour of his conntrv: and he savs
1 Prince I you glorify yourself in having com<
from the very midst of the people; of bavin;
been elected by universal suffrage I W ell
adopt the idea of your glorious predecessors! Prince I listen not to flatterers ; be greaiand magnanimous, and you will be invulnera
ble!' Such are his words. I will abstain front
comment on them. I have neither the powei
nor the liberty to say here are all that I hav<
in my heart. But the words of Orsini himsel
explain clearly the opinions on ^hioh he hat
acted, and which led hum to emb%rk in his fata
enterprise. You have no need, gentlemen o
the jury, of the adjurations of the'Procureu.
General; you will do your duty yitkout pas
ion and without weakness. But God, who i
above all; God, before whom must appear th<
prisoners and their judges, God who wUl jndg<
us, and who will measure the extent of ou
faults, will pronounce on this man, and perhap
will accord him a pardon, which the judges o
the earth may think impossible 1"
The advocates of Pierri, Qooaefe and Pe I$a

dio, next addressed the jury in defenpe of tbri
clients.
The jury retired at five minutes to five, am

returned into court at half past seven. Th
President read the sentence. Orsini, Pisrii
and Da Radio, are condemned to the punish
ment of parricides, and Gomez to that of had
labor for life. The prisoners wars allow®
three days to appeal to the Court of Cassation

i and the three first-mentioned did so. * * i

Report says they were executed this morning

«
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URSDAY, APRIL 1, 1
THE GREAT DEBATE OR KARSAA.

SPEECH OF SENATOR WADE,
Delivered in the Senate, March 13 and 15,1S59.

PLAIN TRUTBSTOR THE PEOPLE.
Mr. President, I would gladly forego the taal

that is now before me, especially as the whol<
abject has been debated by those -much mort
able to enlighten the Senate and the country
upon it than I can claim to be. Indeed, aftei
the able report of my colleague on the Com
mittee on Territories, the Senator from Ver
mont, [Mr. Collamer,] on all the points in
volyed in the controversy, which met with m]entire approbation, backed by that master!]speech which he made on the case, it would b<
arrogant in me to suppose that I could ade
anything that would tend to enlighten eithei
the Senate or the country on the subjects there
in discussed. I would not speak at all, sir, i'
I did not know that the people of the StaU
which I in part represent are more deeply moved with the consideration of this question that
they ever have been before. They consider i
a question of the first magnitude. They an
alarmed at the boldness with whioh a Constitu
tion is urged npon a relnctant people againstheir will. They are alarmed at the progress o
the principle of despotism which they thin!
they perceive connected with the administra
tion of this Government.

PROSCRIPTION,
It is thought that we are very unreasonabl

because we take so much interest in the institu
tion of Slavery. I have been here long enougl
to know that that great bady of Northern peoplwho remain true to the traditions of their fathers
who act up to the Bpirit of those who inaugarated our institutions, are just as much pre

l scribed from any of the benefits, emoluments
l or honors of this Government, as if they wer<

alien enemies. There are nearly thirteen hun
i dred thousand voters belonging to the grea

Republican party of the North, who, year afte
r

year, see the Government administered by hand' that to them are alien, and they cannot p&rtici
I paie id u. wnyr Because, when a nomina

tion cornea before yoa, the qaestiou is asked
I how stands this Northern man upon the inatitu

tion ofthe Sonth ? What are his viewl? Didk
ever, in an unguarded moment, give utteranc

r to the impnises of the heart of every freeman
| Did his tongue ever pronounce that which th

heart of every freeman feels ? If he did, am

any spy can fi3h it up, and bring it here, he i
I proscribed from any favors from the Goverr

ment under which he lives, and which he suf
i porta. This should furnish a reason to you whI almost everything political that is unpurchase

ble in the market, that grounds itself upon prit
i ciple, and cannot be swerved by those applian
- cea, now ranks in the great Republican part
> of the North. If men are purchasaole, if Exect
> tire favor can reach and sway them, if any o
> those appliances that are brought to bear i
f political controversies can swerve them frot
» the truth, they have gone over to you;, the

have repudiated the principles under which the
t were born; they have forgotten the sentiment
t that they imbibed even from thsir mother!
1 breasts. Such men have repudiated all thii
t and sworn fealty to an institution that they hate
» such are the men of the North who find favc
7 in this Government; the rest are aliens, pre
t scribed by yon. Yet, sir, because they are nc
» perfectly patient under this state of things, the

are said to be fanatical Abolitionists. I shoul
I like to know how long the patience of the Sout
» would hold out? Let us reverse this nefariou

judgment; let Northern majorities come her
< as inexorable are you; let us inquire, is he
l slaveholder that is proposed for office? does h
> train in their company ? and if he ever droppe
I a word that favored the institution of Slaver]
i let ns proscribe him.would there be any shriel

ing ? would you bear it like lambs ? I do yo
the credit of saying that you would rise up uc

t der such prosciption as this, and show a spiri
8 more worthy of the fathers than we do on thi
f side. I know you would. If we shonld nndei

take to bold 70a to those same intolerant an

prescriptive principles that 7011 exercise t<
wards as, 70a would hear a howl worse tha
Mr. Buchanan heard from the Boath who
Walker woald not count fraudulent votes.

ANTAGONISM.
Mr. President, I have stated some of the ref

sons why Northern men take a- deep and ab
ding interest in the question of Slavery, becaua
it tends to fasten its nefarious shackles upo
them. We may just as well look it right straigl
in the face, for it never will be alloyed with set

timent; you may sing hosannas to this Unio
until you are hoarse; you may talk of our com
mon blood and our common memories; an
you may eulogize that great flag under whic
our fathers fought'; and you may go into hyi
terics on the subject; but I tell you that Goveri
ments, in the long run, will be governed b
their interests as they understand them, and b
nothing else. These are all very pretty matter
in their place, but the administrations of goi
ernment are made of sterner stuff. They ar
never perpetuated by sentiments like these,
say to you, Mr. President, there is unfortunate
ly.and I regret it as much as any other manadiversity between us in our government tha
seems almost irreconcilable. I do not knot
but that means may be found by which thi

r great gulf can be bridged over; but on the on

r hand you find the freest communities that th
; world ever saw, where real and uuadulterate

Democracy does not reign as a sentiment, bu
l is lived out in practice by all the people; wher
I there is no aristocracy; where there is no mat

so high that he can claim a privilege beyoci
'r his most bumble fellow citizen. This is th
j nature of the communities of the North, and 0

none more so than of that State which I hav
[ the honor in part to represent here. That i
, the freeit of the free. It was there that tk

mind of that great patriot, Thomaf Jefferson
r fixed his eye the moment we had repelled th<

force of Qreat Britian. Mis philanthropic eyL BUB that crroni Clt\A KAantifnl viUaennas lnin<

j open, soon to be peopled by the citizens of th
United States. It was a leading object wit]
him to carry into practice those beautiful thee
ries of equality which had charmed his grea
mind so long. He labored unceasingly nntil h
had fixed out a document fully to carry on
there his great idea that the people should rui
the Governments of the earth. He fount
nothing in the way of his theory; there was
blank sheet of paper. There was a Qoveromen
to be laid, unstained by any of the primes o
ancient Home. No institutions had grown uj
there, inconsistent with right; and he fixed upoi
that soil to carry out the great theory of sell
government tor which the world had labore<
and sighed for so many generations; and ther
the work was completed. In that region ther
is no aristocracy. In that glorious region the?
is no slave. Whoever pomes there impressei
with the image of God, is acknowledged to hav

- au inalienable right to liberty that none bo
t God can take away.

Thie is the character of the commnnitie
composing more than one-half the States c
this U nion. How ia it on the other fide ? Wig
sir, | understood the Senator front Virginia
[Mr. Hpma,] in the beautiful speech that h<
m%de yesterday, which would hare challenge
the admiration of every one, except for soot
sentiments that were scattered through it,t
say.I haye not had the benefit of seeing hi
speech printed, bat I think he said.that thee
ideas of political equality which were held n|
before our communities were ntopian and far
ciful, and never could be realized. This proba
bly was not his language, but h was his sent
ment. Those principles of equality, qssertei
in the grpat charter of hqmqn liberty, the Dec
lqration of Independence, he believes to b
Utopian, incapable of practice; mere abstrat
tions, opt to uyed out.

I wish Southern gentlemen were better a<
quainted than they seem to be with Norther
institutions. I tell the Senator from Virgiuii
yon are wrong in believing this to be an al
stcaction. It is, thank God, a truth, the real
nation of which any man oau witness who w*
cross over intomy State, f have heard thee

u sentiments uttered so oiten on the other side c
* the Chamber, that 1 have come to know thi

our views of government are just as diverse a

T . T T*
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men's views possibly can be. There is, as I fc
said before, an antagonism existing between «
ns, which I know not how yon'are to cover op. a
The Declaration of Independence an abstrsc- i
tion ! Are the greet rights which it proclaim t
ed, and which were the boast and glory of onr i
fathers " glittering generalities,"having no prac- j

; tical meaning ? If so. I would ask any man, It
j what did yon gain by that boasted Revolution t
> of yours? Wherein does your Government a
r differ from any despotism on the face of the s
r earth? Once break loose from the glorious a

doctrines of that great charter of liberty, and t
. you are in the slough of despond; you have i
. nothing to distinguish you from the most hor- t
f rible despotism that ever reigned over prostrate 1
j human nature. I ask again, why do you boast t
i of what your fathers did, if they established a *
1 mere abstraction, or, as it is sometimes called, t
r a " glittering generality ? " The Senator from
. South Carolina, carrying out the same idea,f said: <
i "In all social systems there must be a class to do the <

menial duties, to pert'or.a the drudgery of life. Thai is, a ]class repairing but a low order of intaHact, and but hole1 skill, lis requisites ar« vigor, docility, fidelity. Such a
t class you mu«t have, or you would not have that other Jclass which leads progress, civilization, and refinement." (Now, suppose yon had not that class which <1.. J- - '

^ leaua progress, civilization, and refinement: t
f which class can you dispense with best? Of (
£ what use is your idle aristocracy? In God's 1

name, have they not been the curse, the blight tof every nation of the earth ? Yoo cannot
have this refined aristocracy, says the gentle- \

e man, unless you have a class to do your drudg- j
. ery; and that is the sentiment of the whole (South. How diametrically opposed to it is the <
E, whole practical system of the North! Is it l

reasonable, is it right, that " a class " shall do ,'
your drudgery." a class " that shall obey ? Sir, |labor should never be done by a class. If ycuobeyed the mandate of the Almighty, and

's labor were distributed among all the able-bod-
. ied men, it would cease to be a task ; it would ]
t become a mere amusement, and it would tax (
r no man's physical powers above what would i
s consist with his health and his welfare. It was i
[. designed.for. God is just.that this drudgery
.. of which the Senator speaks should be distrib- \

uted among all the able-bodied men, so as to \i' make it light, and then it would not be incon- i

e sistent with the highest perfection of civiliza- j
£ tion and refinement; but, on the other hand, <
9 would lead directly to it. Labor done by a i
e class I That, sir, was the old curse of the Old <

World. A class has been assigned to do the
8 drudgery, to do all that is valuable, to produce {
t. everything that is beneficial; and the system tleaves aristocratical drones, useless, vicious <

idlers, whom any community can well dispense j
k; with. I say this class you can dispense with, (

to the advantage of any community that I \
know of; but the class who do your labor can- j
not be dispensed with. The Senator says you i

[. must have a class to do your degraded labor. I |
f deny that labor is degraded; and here is the j
a point of diflfdrence between us, which I fear
Q can never be overcome. That is one grand
y reason why we resist your system coming into
_ our Territories; it is because you are detergmined to contaminate all labor by this degradedclass. Will the free, intelligent laborer
, place himself upon a level with your mere ab'.k.u.l »u o a:~ i * *

i nuy. jliauur who as 1s aonorame j idleness is 1

e disreputable. That is ;hg at*te of things with 1
e us, t^e fa^oripg man knows full well, and >
b needs aa missionary to tell him, the potency of I
i his vote. I
e We should like to have your missionaries 1
t come up and endeavor to endanger our society i '

Good heavens! One man has the same inter* 1
s est in upholding it as another. Suppose one (
f man is richer than another in Ohio. There is 1

no"very mat diversity, as a general thing j but I
, suppose he is; take the child of the poorest 1
e m*u in our State, and has he aay temptation to Ji overthrow our Government f No, sir. Full of L
e life, full of hope, full of ambition to go beyond r

0 him who has gone furthest, he wishes to avail 0

s himself of the same securities which have min- ®

e istered to the upbuilding of others. He is a *

p citizen, who holds all the rights of citizen- u

i- ship as dear as ths most >reulUtf; His stake 0

i- in society is thp fame; his hope is the same j 0
i- his ipterQst'in good government is thf same.
1 gets none pf your prostrate mud sills, deprived 1
> of those rights which God Almighty has given {>
e him, trampled under foot, and made to minis- tl
h tar to the interests of another man. There is »<

no such system as that with us. e
> allies of the slaveholders l
n But the Senator spoke about a degraded cl*r<j I
i, in our great commercial cities. J tocon>-fess that there is some tryta »n that We have a
i* degraded class ia tirf cities. They are the off- s
II acdteings generally of the Old World.men who p
e come here reduced to beggary by their igno- C
if ranoe; reduced to beggary by their vice; igno «
it rant, vicious, dangerous. I do not deny \U f
s They are incident to all large cities; but the t

jov* auu wun mere I Oir, ne CftDDOl CIO

^ it, and ought Dot to do it, and will not do it.
}. THE WORKING CLASSES.
)t What an idea of labor! The Senator supposesthat the laboring class want bnt very^ little mind and very little skill. Sir, there is
k nothing on earth that puts the human intellect
a to all that it can attain, like the varied labor of
e man. What does your drone, your refined
a aristocrat, do in his mind ? What problems
e does he work out ? He consumes the products
4 of labor; he is idle, and ten to one he is also
r vicious. He never invents. Oo to your PatentOffice, and see what are the products of yourdegraded labor and your refined aristocrat.

The latter never invents anything, nnlees it is
t a new way of staffing a chicken or mixing
B liquor. [Laughter.] He invents nothingbeneficial to man. Degraded labor, with a

^ low intellect, is all you wantl Sir, the maychinery brought into operation by intelligent
Q labor is doing now more drudgery than all the
n slaves upon the face of the earth. The ele- {

ments are yoked to the machines of human <usefulness, and there they are doing the work i

L. of bone and muscle, and your system cannot i

j. abide with it. The doom of Slavery would be t
e fixed, if it was by nothing else than the pro- <
Q ducts of intelligent labor. You drudge along |in the old way, you invent no steam engine, j
j. because your labor is degraded. You do not <
n want skill; you want but very little mind ; and ,fKo flanofAV fklnlrs A1

."v> uiuiu wo iuuic iKuurtiDi me la-

j borers are the better, for, he says, they are so
jj degraded that they have no ambition, and they
h never will endanger this refined class that eats ]
t_ up the proceeds of their labor I ,That is the idea of government that prevails jall throngh the slaveholding regions of the <
g Sooth. Again, the Senator says of the de- (graded class that do the drudgery: I
_ "It constitutes 'he very mud-nill of seriety and of poliu- |cal government ; and you might a» well attempt to build1 a house in the air. as to build either the one or the other, I
>. except on tht* mud-sill." I

And then he goes on to say that we pf the *
,t North have white slaves : that we perform our >

w labor by white slaves. This class must exist i
a everywhere, and they most be a mud sill t
a upon which yon most erect civil societies and «
e political organizations. How little that gentle- c
i man understood of the spirit of oar Northern
t laborers I I would like to see him epdeavonng
e to erect his political institutions upon their i
a prostrate pecks as rond-siUs. I think it would <

j be a little troublesome. He might as well a

e make his bed in hell, or erect his building over t
f a volcano, as to undertake to buikl on his c
a Northern " mud-sills." Then, with a simplicity J
a that shows he knows nothing of Northern spci- '

b ety, he says we have sent our missionaries down 8
i, to their very hearthstones, to endanger their v

e gystetp, J do not know how that is; but he I
e turns round and asks how we would like them e
jr to send their missionaries up to teach our la- &
s borers their power. I was astonished at such e
a an idea as that being presented to political men £

of the North, who know and see ppd feel the e
,t power of the laboring class of men. We are 1
b all laboring man, and the politician can- 1
t not live, unless they breathe upon him \ he 1
b cannot move, unless he moves with their entire 1
1 approbation. They are the soul, the strength, ^
i the body, the virtue, the mainstay, of all our <
t society. Peprive our State of its laborers, and c
f what would it be ? We have nothing else, and" t
> we have none of yonr refined society that is (
a spoken of. We all labor, and are all disgraced, i

as the gentleman would call it, in our coming- *
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knator should not complain of them. They
ue the chief corner-stone of yonr politicaltrength in the North. Find me the vicious
rard of any city that does not nphold your aysemof Slavery, vote for its candidates. »upport
ts measures, and labor for its men. No, sir ;
'ou should not oomplain of this vicious popnation.In truth and in fact, they are about
he only stay and support you have there now,>nd you ought not to traduce them. From their
ery natures, they attach themselves to ycu,,ud I do not think by any treatment you will
>e able to drive them off. They are naturallyrith you ; they were slaves in their own coui,ries;they do not know anything else than to
te the understrappers of somebody ; and when
hey h&ar that here are slaveholders contending
rith freemen, you find them with the former all
he time.

UNION AND DISUNION.
Mr. President, I think this show* the antagmisimbetween the institutions of the North

ind the Sonth. We have not made them so.

Nobody here is particularly to blame for the
itate of things that exists. It has grown im
>erceptibly with onr growth. Oar lot has been
:ast either on one side of the line or the other.
)ur habits and oar education hare conformed
o that state of things existing where oar lot
ias been cast. I can appreciate and make alowan ces for that, bat I cannot be biased as to
he right of the matter. I know where that is.
Now, what is the remedy for this ? If yon

>ring us into collision, your system of despotsmencountering onr system of freedom here
>n this floor, do-you sappose there will be to
excitement? Is any one so superficial as to
relieve that it will depend on the temper and
disposition of a man how this great controversyihall be settled? Not at all, sir. Yon muypreach harmony, yon may preach forbearance
'.ill doomsday ; bat a violent conflict will take
place every time these principles meet on this
floor or elsewhere, because they are naturallyantagonistic. Ood Almighty has made them
»o, and man cannot reconcile them. What,
then, is our safety ? It is to stand upon th>principlesyou once professed, rigid State rights,
fielding to the General Government just as lit
.le power as is possible to cemeDt it together
10 far as to provide for the common defence :
for the moment you drag these things into the
General Government, I assure you that you
may preach conciliation till doomsday, and conciliationwill not come.

I do not know, sir, what is to be the resnlt of
kia mntrnvfrm T lrnrtar ortma nf ®nn iUm'.i.

'
t

. .. - j",0leave the Union unless yon are gratified
svery time a collision takes place between in ;
»nd that Texas of oars, with which I opened
.his debate, stands in a singular attitude towardsus to-day. I have in my drawer three
resolutions of her Legislature, presented to us
st this eession, asking foe men for her prof clion,and for sums of money to indemnify her
lor expenses incurred, as she claims, in protectingherself, and urging upon the General
Government to make further provision ior that
State, which has already cost as so much. Her
Legislature has sent to us a fourth resolution.
I have not got it here, but I heard it read at
the table; and, if I understood it aright, she
has given us fair notice that she is about to go
out of this Union. At all events, I do not
think that was in good taste. I do not think
it was politic; because we may say to her, "if
you are really going to leave us, perhaps it is
best for us to make no farther appropriation
for you." Why beg of us protection, and turn
right around and tell us u we are going to pnt
you at defiance; we are going to hold a HartfordConvention of the South, to deliberate
whether we shall leave the Union?" Before I
vote f?r the supplies she asks, I think 1 shall
want to hear an explanation of this. I may
want to know whether they are to inure to the
benefit of the Union, or to furnish powder to
blow out oar own brains.
Let me say here, Mr. President, that I have

no apprehensions about the Union. The peopleI represent have got bravely over anyqualms about your dissolving the Union.
You may preach about it, and howl about it,until your lungs are sore; it will not move a
muscle of my Constituents or of myself. I know
that oar destinies are cast together; and whetherit is beneficial or not.and I do not know
whether it is or uot.yoq «aa obtain no divorce.We qre wedded for better or for worse,»qd forever ; and we had better make the btet
A our lot. You cannot go out. The Senator
from Alabama [ Mr. Clat] asked the Senator
bum Wisconsin, [Mr. Doolittlk,] in the coarse
uf his remarks, whether, if they undertook to
<o out of the Union, we were going to forcibly
interpose to prevent it* I do not remember
sxactly what the answer was, bat I wanted to
ask another question, for it has taxed my ingenuityto know how it is yon oan get a State ont
jf this Union. If the most violent resolution,if the moet flaming declaration, could have
ione it, your Union would have been blown to
atoms long ago. It wants something more
,han Conventions; it wants something gtrovgerhan resolutions. I do not ksow how ycu projoseto effect it. flow van a State go out? A
nan tqav cow hi it treason under the Constitu
ion of the United States, if he levies war
kgainst them; he may be hauled up and pun
sued; but how, in Heaven's name, is a State
o go out of the Union? I should like to have
lome one who talks about \t |how me the inolu*operand^.

I'HK SUPREME COURT
There was one thing I failed to mention in

is proper place. I allude to the late nefarious
lecision of your Supreme Court. They made
, new discovery.a discovery that, by vigor of
he Constitution of the United States, you can
arry 81avery all oyer the continent wherever
oar flag ®ay Boat. I approach that' subjectnth no pleasure. I wish I could entertain a
[ood opinion of the judges of that court. I
rish * could believe they were patriotic. I wish
could believe they held the scales of justicequal between the rich and the pc«»r, the great,nd the small, unstrer**d by political coosidraticns.upitiflueoced by anything but their

*uty, which is the most Godlike that man can
iver administer; that is iustioe unmixed, un
tiasa: justice. I wish I could believe that
hat ^crart were actuated by no other than
beta! great Godlike principles in the decision
hey bave made. It was a most extraordinarylecision. The mode of coming at it, the derisiodltself,the time when it was made, are a!!
alculsted to inspire the mind with a suspicion
hat qjl is not right. I affirm th%t the Supremo
iour^ in making this docsaioo, has done what
10 court of U,e fuited States had ever done
jofvjre, but 1 do not hold this court, and never
lid hold it, Id that reverence which some gw.
lemon pretend to entertain. I rememhw tbat
t seems to be the mere instruipeei of political
>ower. It follows it as th* incident follows the
irincipal. In the old Federal times, when your
ilien and sedition law was passed, and it came
>efore that court, they found no difficulty in
naintainiog that most flagrant violation of the
3onstitntion. Yon? sedition law was upheld
>y the judges of that oourt, and men were imirisonedby Its process, and yet to-day there is
lot a man to be fonnd in theee United States
ink what considers that law a moat disgraceful
aw to remain on the statute book. It d oee cot r
emain there as » law, bat it there as a |nemori&l of the mad^eei of party, and the
asy method m which men wiil violate the Contitutioaof the United State*. That vu upeULAll men now consider it as Infamous,lotwithstnpdian it had the sanction of that
onrh
Almost the entire tpeeoh of the Senator from

joaiaiana.and I wish he was here.was made
or the purpose of sustaining the validity ofhat decision. I am not going eitenervefy into
L, for I have not time, nog Awes U need a veryxtensive examirM show that it is a falscy,$, s^am j that it has not the semJaa«eor color of authority.

THE DRRD 8COTT DECISION.
I)red Scott, the plaintiff, claimed that he was

> free man; and acoording to the course oi
ractice from the QvUesit organisation of the
fovernipent, in every district, (for the cases
stabtishing it are numerous enough,) he sued
or hie freedom in the Circuit Court of the L niedSates. The pretended claimant put in a

j r y
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plea to the jurisdiction. He said that Dred
Scott was a negro; that his aucestors came
from Africa; that they were Jaw, and thereforehe was not a citizen of the United States,
and he had no right to a hearing in that court.
urea acqn aemurrea kj ic»i piea; ana tnat de- I
murrer came op before the court, and it waa
the only question they could decide. After
getting the plaintiff out ef court, apd saying he
baa no standing here, after murdering him, the J 1
court go on to declare principles moat fatal to
the liberties and rights of many of the Americanpeople. The like was never done before
in any court. No court in this Union has been
heretofore more chary of giving decisions that
were not called for bv the case, than the Su- .

prerae Court of the United States. They have
always repndiated it. They would never go
further than the necessities of the case required
them to go. Was not the decision of the ques- ation of jurisdiction an end of this case? A
majority of the judges decided that Dred 8eott ,

had no right to be in the court. They dismissedhim from their consideration. What farther
was there to do? The Senator from Louisiana,in his argument, did not pretend, as a

lawyer, to argue that this was not the effect of
the decision; but he uttered what seemed to me
very much like sophistry. He read from the V I
opinions of the court, claiming that they had a

right to go further. I do not car* what theyclaimed. Any man that ever went throu?h a

lawyer's office knows that when they decided 3
that the plaintiff had no standing in cour(. the
case was at an end; and any opinion theyshould give after that was a o ere obiter dictum,
entitled to no more respect than though it had
been delivered here or in the streets.

Mr. President, there is another thing to be
considered in reference to that case. Here, to
ur buic, wim a poor negro, navmg do friends,
no consideration, nobody to look to his interestsHewas & member of a degraded class, with
whom the court might deal with perfect impunity.I fear that the court, swaved by political
reasons, forgot the rights of Dred Scott, and n Pplunged into this political whirlpool, in order to
c ntrol its currents. Is it not remarkable that
America, the first nation in the world, should
decide that a man may be eo low that he cannoteven seek his rights in the courts of the
country? Was there ever anything like it in
any community before, whether civilized or
barbarous ? The court tells us we have men
among us so low that they can have no rights ;that they are mere merchandise. But I will
not travel into that field, which has been bo
ably discussed by the Senator from New Hampshire.| Mr Hai.k ] They grounded their de- ,

'

cision upon history, not the Constitution. Theytravelled out of the Constitution of the Uu,ted
States, and songht to found their decision uponwhat they picked up as scraps of history here
aud there; and that history was entirely and
utterly perverted, as was proved by the Senator ;from New Hampshire, so palpably that no tren- \ Jtleman on the other side ha* ««t rioon »/* ».n^t

lenge ita accuracy; and they cannot do it. Ihave a law of Virginia here in my drawer,which was passed at about the period of whichthe Supreme Court speak when they say that
negroes were considered as chattels whom anyman might seize and convert to his own use.At that very instant, in old Virginia, he was a .citizen, made so by statute, if he was free; andI do not know but thai he had all the rights of awhite man. At all events, he was declared there
to be a citizen. He was then a citizen in atleast eight of the States of this Union.

Mr. MASON. Will the Senator advert to thai .1statute, and give me its title ? I will not interrupthim now, thoagh. ' ',Mr. WADE. I will show U to the gentleman.
Mr. MASON. X wiO not interrupt the gentle- ! jman now. 1 )JMr- WADE. I have it here, though I maynot be able to put my hands on the exa/t placeat this moment. In eight Slates of the Union, ablack man was a citiz n; and I do not know butthat he was entitled to all the rights of a wh.te

man; for at that period you will find,if you search ' jthe history of the country, that a distinctionbetween black and white was not taken. It wasbetween slave and free. That was the questionUp to the time alluded to by the Chief Justice,I can find nothing that discriminates betweenthe color of men. The only question wis, <whether a man was a freeman. If he was, he
was entitled to all the rights of a freeman ; ifhe was not, he was a slave, but the ChiefuJi;slice says that all of them were bo held. Good '

heavens 1 Had he not heard of the scathinganathema of Thomas Jefferson, of Judge Tuck
er, and of othc-r great lights and worthies oithe Old Dominion, about that same period,in lacvtiatrft mnfo ru-vin»«/1 !>"" - - - .»L.

0.n« M.wtv ^viuiw ntftu ou| uuicr uieu
could use ? When was it that Thomas Jeffer-
son said he trembled for his country, when he K '

reflected that God was just, and that his vea
geanee would not sleep forever ? Yet the ChiefJustice says it was not controverted by anybody.Sir, it watt controverted by every man of the SRevolution. They, seeking their own rights at ? ;the cannon's month, claim>ng for themselvesthe utmost Ireedom, and invoking the aid ofGod to help them to work it out, had not tbeimpudence to look to Heaven, and ask a bless- 1irg on their exertions in favor of a liberty which
they denied to their fellow men. No such rft- , <proach, Judge Taney, can be brought on the jheads of the great worthies of the Revolution.The honorable Senator from Loni&i&ua, withthat plausible and beautiful style of which he is
so completely master, tried to escape from the
rugged iacoasiateucies of this nefarious decision,bj passing a eulogy op the old Chief J ustice.It was beautiful; it relieved him from the burdenof encountering the enormous, glaring unconstitutionalitiesand breaches of law summed
up tbern. Why, sir, he went so far as to send
the old maa to Heaven even before he died. I
do not think that decision will help him on his
wad. He coolly joins the current of popular
opinion, turns away from the poor man who
has sought the administration of law in his behalf,and say% to him, 44 you are a netrro, and
you cannot sue in court; it you hare rights, we
cannot investigate them; you are a mere chattel."Sir, if that helps a man to heaven, God
torbid that I should act upon such principles.

CONORKSS NOT HARRF.O OUT.
There is another consideration connectedwith this decision. 1 have not time., and 1 have

not made it a point, to go into all (ts enormities.There are only one or two points in it that Iwish to bring before the Senate. So far as I Ihave heard them, those who yield to the decisionof the Supr^ta* Court seem to suppose thatit is obligatory on everybody, and that the Senateof tb? United States, like poor bred Scott, arebarred and thrown out of oourt; that the Pres- Jident of the United States, and the House ofRepresentatives, and every department of theGovernment, are ignored, and no better off than
poor bred 8co»L 1 deny the doctrine.the
most dangerous that could'be remitted in afree country.that these judges, holding.their , '-jjjoffice for life, reposing with total immunity,have any right to deci.d* the law ofdhe land lor
every department m this Government. Sir, youwould hav<i moat concentrated, irresponsibledespotism on God's earth, if you give such
a* interpretation to the decisions of that or anyother court. No, sir; each department muet
act for itself* 1 stand here, clothed with the
same power, to proclaim what is th% Ooostitortion upon the passage of any law that comesbefore us, as that or any other court. I follow
my own interpretation of the Constitution; I
am bound to do it} I have sworn that I would,and I beg ot the Senate never to yield to thisarbitrary doctrine that the Supreme Court canbind the other departments of the Government;

** muii yieia io me decisions that theymake. No, sir; never. They may decide onthe poor mau'i rights, who m so unfortunate asto fall within theu *rasp. They have decidedthat Dred Sootl could not sue in the court.
*r wrong, constitutional or unconstitutional,that stands. It U the highest court; ithas decided iu the last resort. Dred Scott'srights have been determined, and determinedforever t but no other department of the Government,no other right, was touched. Talkbbout their deciding that Slavery exists in *;Kansas as much as in South Carolina I Talk,

[au fourth paok.| 9f* *
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